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sending them to Fontevrault Abbey in Touraine;
there they would be trained and educated, living
among nuns away from the world.

It was a surprising decision and difficult to un-
derstand; and it caused Marie Leczinska untold
grief; almost a cruel decision when one realizes
that the princesses of France were to spend their
childhood and their youth among strange faces,
far from those who were dearest to them. The
pretext of economy seems a poor one, and is
discountenanced by the huge amounts the Court
expended on other things; lack of room at Ver-
sailles is no excuse, for the plans of the palace,
as it was then, show room enough to house them;
and the desire to preserve innocent souls from
evil examples has no "weight when one thinks of
the peacefiil family atmosphere that reigned in the
queen's apartments.

But, however it was, Marie-Louise-Therese-
Victoire, Sophie-Philippe-Elizabeth-Justine, Marie-
Therese-Felicite and Louise-Marie (born i5th July
1737) left Versailles on i6th June 1738. Little
Louise-Marie, still an infant, was in the arms of
a waiting-woman on the far side of the coach,
and the Marquise de La Lande had Marie-Therese-
Felicite on her knee; Sophie and Victoire were
silent and thoughtful. The heavy carriage was
escorted by twelve of the body-guard under
M. d'Antichamp; and on 28 th June they drove in
to Fontevrault. The princesses "were received by
Mme de Rochechouart, the abbess, and her sister
the Duchesse de Lesdiguieres and some nuns. The

10*